Crowd-Exponents

under such circumstances. He had no prejudices. He
was there to help men come together, to listen with sweet
reasonableness to the wise, to catch their tone, to give
effect to their efforts for the public good. Only a really
great financier capable of mastering in argument the big-
gest minds in the financial world, of seeing further and
more deeply into the enormous problems which had to
be solved and solved at once, could have been more effi-
cient than he was with his docile and sympathetic nature
and his desire to discover and do the best. Finally, when
party differences and oppositions were submerged under
the overmastering tide of patriotic union with which the
whole country moved against the foreign peril, when,
in fact, party crowds disappeared and were fused together
within the great single national crowd made supreme by
the war, no one better than Mr. Lloyd George expressed
the emotions of that crowd also. He caught its spirit at
once and voiced its emotions, nor did he hesitate, or could
he have brought himself to hesitate, speaking for it on
February 28th, 1915, or rather it speaking in him, to tell
the labour crowd, of which he himself had so often before
been the applauded voice, some very home truths not
pleasant for it to hear; and this he did not as, by personal
and intellectual conviction, holding opposite views to
theirs, but because another, and for the time being an
opposed and superior crowd, was finding voice in him.

Mr. Lloyd George is a more perfect example of the
highest type of crowd-exponent pure and simple than
was Mr. Gladstone. Both incorporated the emotions of
their party or audience with similar ease. Mr. Lecky
made the profound observation that Mr. Gladstone's
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